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of Blois and Hugh of Wells. As bishop he attracts atten-
tion because Langton persuaded the Worcester convent to
accept his nomination as their bishop;z because he seems
to have devoted his entire energies to the work of reform,
especially to monastic visitations,* was the first bishop of
the reign to issue synodal constitutions for the guidance
of his clergy,3 and, perhaps also for his clergy, wrote a tract
de poenitentiaf
There remains Alexander Stavensby, a more interesting
person than the scant notice given by contemporaries and
historians suggests. The statement of the Waverley annalist
that he was a papal clerk,5 although it has passed unnoticed,
seems important, for there is no disproof, and the annalist
is usually well informed. Nor is there need to dismiss
entirely the statement Godwin makes about him; for he
was but adapting remarks of Leland and Bale, the latter's
based on Wynken de Worde's edition of the Golden Legend.6
Thus according to popular tradition Alexander was a student
in Paris and Bologna, theologian at Toulouse in the early
days of the Dominicans, a scholar who had strange dreams
and visions, and left to posterity sermons, lectures, and
postillations.7
The Dominican, Nicholas Trivet, writing towards the end
of the thirteenth century, likewise knew of Alexander as a
teacher of theology at Toulouse ; in his mind there seems
1 Ann. Man. iv. 410.
a Local monastic annalists wrote much on his diocesan activities—an indication
of their vigour and importance (Ann. Man. i. 63-106 ; iv. 410-28).
3	The Constitutions of William of Blois, printed by Wilkins, were issued in
1219, the year after he became bishop.   A more comprehensive set was issued in
a Synod of 1229 (Concilia, i. 570-1, 623-7).
4	Tanner, Bibliotheca, p. 355; Catalogue of the Library ofSyon Monastery (ed.
M. Bateson, 1898), pp. 191, 244.
5	Ann. Mon. ii. 299. No other contemporary chronicler makes any statement
on his status on noting his consecration. Nor is there any contemporary obituary
account of his personality.
6	F. Godwin, De Praesulibus Angliae Commentarius (ed. 1616), pp. 370-1;
T&Q&GXiBibliotheca,pp. 690-15 Bale, Scriptorum lllustrium Catalogus^ip. 2%o$ Bale,
Index Britanniae Scriptorum (ed. R. L. Pooleand M. Bateson), p. 21. In this work
Bale gives a reference to Wynken de Worde's edition of the Golden Legend(152,7).
7	It is uncertain if Bale had valid references to the works by Alexander which
he notes.   Tanner, among the books of Peterborough, notes * Divasiones VII
capitalium vitiorum, secundum Mag. Alexandrum, Episcopura Cestriae' (op. cit,
p. 691).

